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The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commission 
(CAC)  hosted  an  early  morning 
prayer  rally  Oct.  27  on  the  steps 
of  the  Capitol  in  Jackson,  to 
boost  support  for  the  marriage 
amendment  on  Mississippi  s 
November  2  ballot  that  would 
limit  marriage  to  the  union  of 
one  man  ana  one  woman. 

More  than  200  people  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  rally,  held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Conven-tion's  annual 


meeting  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 
"This  is  not  an  'anti'  rally  —  it's 


Board  (MBCB)  in  Jackson. 

Futral  was  keynote  speaker  at  RALLY  FOR  MARRIAGE  —  Mississippi  Baptists  awaiting  the  start  of  the  second  day  of  the 
the  rally,  which  included  open-  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  gathered  with  other  Mississippians  on  the  south  steps  of  the 
ing  req^rksfgam  Jimmy  Porter,  Capitol  in  the  early  morning  hours  to  shwMMppMt  for  a  proposed  state  constitutional  amend- 
CAC  executive  director;  prayer  ment  to  limit  the  definition  of  marriage  to  the  union  of  one  man  and  one  woman.  Jim  Futral  (at 

and  Scripture  reading  by  Lee  microphone),  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  in  Jackson, 

Yancey,  CAC  consultant;  and  a  addressed  the  crowd.The  prayer  rally  was  sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
musical  solo  by  Graham  Smith,  Commission,  an  agency  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

MBCB  church  music  director.  - — - ; - ; - ,  — ~  ;  ,  __ 

"Something  has  got  to  happen,  not  Capitol,  there  is  a  powerful  force  just  to  get  into  auesbon  whether  it  was  a  legal  peti- 

iust  with  same-sex  marriage  but  biblical  out  the  word  This  is  what  God  said,  and  tion,  Yancey  said.  ,  ,  , 

marriage  has  got  to  take  a  different  place  this  is  what  we  need  to  do.  Lets  do  it."  "In  Mississippi,  we  ve  only  focused 

among  us,"  Futral  said.  "There  is  an  A  ban  on  same-sex  marriage  was  also  on  gay  marriage,  which  makes  it  much 
incredible  agenda  working  against  us  on  the  ballot  in  ten  other  states:  Arkansas,  more  likely  to  stand  up  m  court,  he 
that  has  to  do  with  gay  rights;  it  has  to  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Montana,  pointed  out. 

do  with  same-sex  marriage;  it  has  to  do  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  U.S.  President  George  W.  Bush  sup- 
not  with  the  re-definition...  but  they  lit-  and  Utah.  Several  states  have  already  ports  a  federal  constitutional  amend- 
erallv  want  to  'un-define'  marriage  so  voted  in  favor  of  an  amendment  protect-  ment  outlawing  same-sex  marriages, 
that  there  are  no  standards."  ing  traditional  marriage:  Hawan  voted  Senator  Jolrn  Kerry  opposes  gay  mar- 

Futral  admonished  the  crowd  to  take  69C2%;  Alaska  voted  68.11%;  Nebraska  riage  but  is  against  a  constitutional 
action.  "Assembled  here  on  the  steps  of  the  voted  70.1%;  Nevada  voted  67.1%;  and  amendment  to  ban  it. 

Louisiana  voted  78%.  "We  should  not  create  special  rights  for 

Supporters  of  the  amend-  homosexuals,"  Yancey  said.  "We  aren't 
ment  in  Mississippi  anticipated  going  to  change  our  law  to  tit  their  lifestyle. 


Special  169th  Annual 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Issue 


hold  a  rally?  the  U.S.  Constitution  bi 

"Number  one,  we  wanted  to  marriage  that  would  ha 
make  people  aware  that  Bus  was 
bn  the  ballot  November  2,  and 
we  wanted  them  at  the  polls," 
said  Yancey.  "Number  two,  we 
wanted  Mississippi  to  be  a 
leader  of  Christian  values.  We've 
asked  each  (Mississippi  Baptist) 
association  to  have  a  local  rally 
at  their  courthouse,  and  we 
wanted  to  demonstrate  that." 

Louisiana  voted  on  a  similar 
amendment  about  a  month  ago,  change 
and  it  passed  by  78%,  said  Whatev 
Yancey.  The  Louisiana  amend-  pens,  G 
ment  has  already  been  chal-  is  goinj 


reouired  in  Congress  and  among  t 
The  amendment  to  the  Mi 
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Editor's 

Notebook 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  way 


There's  a  hoary  tale  from  many  gen¬ 
erations  ago  about  a  group  of 
Baptist  preacher  friends  in  another 
state  who  got  together  every  year  to  ride 
the  train  to  the  state  convention  meeting. 
As  the  story  goes,  the  preacher  friends 
started  arguing  on  the  train  home  about  a 
particular  year's  convention  meeting  and 
a  gunfight  broke  out  among  them  right 
there  in  the  passenger  car. 

Apparently  the  preachers  were  better  at 
being  on  target  with  Scripture  than  they 
were  with  hot  lead,  as  no  one  was  reported 
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meeting. 

Mississippi  Baptists  have  had 
their  disagreements  over  the  years 
about  the  conduct  of  state  conven¬ 
tion  meetings,  but  thankfully  there's 
no  record  of  gunplay  on  the  trip 
home  after  one  of  the  meetings. 
Quite  to  the  contrary,  the  2004  annu¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  was  a  truly  harmonious 
gathering  of  like-minded  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters  intent  on  doing 
H.  their  part  to  help  win  Mississippi 
r  and  the  world  to  Jesus. 

‘r*  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  2004 
annual  meeting  was  the  election  of 
die  conventions  first  Hispanic  offi¬ 
cer.  Joel  Medina,  bivocational  pastor  of 
Iglesia  International  Las  Americas  in 
Carthage,  was  elected  by  acclamation  to 
serve  me  convention  as  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent  for  the  coming  year. 

Take  a  moment  to  savor  that  fact.  While 
far  too  much  of  the  rest  of  the  state  and  the 
country  quibble  over  racial,  ethnic,  and  reli¬ 
gious  divisions  —  even  styles  of  worship  in 
many  of  our  churches  —  Mississippi 
Baptists  came  together  to  elect  by  acclama¬ 
tion  someone  who  may  not  look  exactly  like 
most  of  us,  who  may  not  talk  like  most  of 
us,  who  may  not  come  from  the  same  back¬ 
ground  as  most  of  us,  but  is  as  welcome  in 
our  company  of  believers  as  any  one  of  us. 


Surely  God  smiles  on 
such  a  brotherhood. 

After  a  year  of  very 
capable  leadership. 

Gene  Henderson,  pastor 
of  First  Church, 

Brandon,  was  reelected 
to  a  second  one-year 
term  as  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  Like 

Medina,  he  was  elected 
by  acclamation. 

Just  prior  to  deliver¬ 
ing  the  convention  ser¬ 
mon,  Thad  Moore,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Poplar  Springs 
Drive  Church  in 
Meridian,  was  reelected 
to  a  second  term  as  first- 
vice  president.  Like 
Medina  and  Henderson, 
he  was  elected  by  accla¬ 
mation  as  were  record¬ 
ing  secretary  Gus 
Merritt  and  associate 
recording  Secretary 
Michael  Weeks. 

Messengers  approved 
a  $31,314,491  Co¬ 
operative  Program  bud¬ 
get  for  the  coming  year, 
a  1.49%  increase.  That 
was  also  done  without 
dissent  or  opposition. 

Does  all  of  that  sound 
like  a  convention  united? 

Mississippi  Baptists 
have  argued  over  the  years  (we  are 
Baptists,  after  all),  but  we  nave  consistent¬ 
ly  and  forthrightly  addressed  those  prob¬ 
lems  in  a  Christian  way  arid  proceeded 
with  our  Kingdom  work.  Even  those  who 
didn't  get  their  way  obviously  felt  it 
important  to  keep  the  convention  strong 
id  focused  on  its  mission. 


SON,  THIS  RAYS  1$  UKB  SALVATION— 
ITT  fRSS  TO  TOO,  BUT  B0U6HT  AN)  PAID 
FOR.  BUT  YOU  HAVE  TO  MACH  OUT  AN) 
TAKE  IT  TO^  ACCOMPLISH  ANYTHIN!, .  , 
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That's  the  Mississit 


Baptist  wai 
i  fuss  and 

and  split,  Mississippi  Baptists  keep  their 


ippi  Baptist  way. 
While  Baptists  in  other  states  fuss  and  fight 


both  our  secu- 
thatistrulya 
f  tuned  in  to  His 

fill.  He  will  lead  us. 

Mississippi  Baptists  depart  the  2004 
annual  meeting  as  a  monolith,  with  a  very 
ambitious  agenda  for  2005.  That  agenda 
includes  every  one  of  us  in  some  special 
way,  so  let's  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest  ana  get  busy  in  the  fields 
(Matthew  9:37-38). 

That,  too,  is  the  Mississippi  Baptist  way. 


I  am  writing  to  correct  a 
serious  error  cm  the  part  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Executive 
Committee  staff  and  Baptist 
Press  (BP).  For  some  reason  the 
folks  in  Nashville  decided  to 
change  the  most  important  fact 
in  the  story  their  reporter  wrote 
on  the  recent  decision  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS) 
trustees  made  regarding  sole 
membership.  The  reporter.  Bob 
Nigh,  got  the  story  right.  We 
thank  him  for  that. 

The  first  two  sentences  of 
the  article  as  Nigh  submitted 
it  were:  "Trustees  of  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  approved  two 
motions  concerning  sole  mem¬ 
bership  during  their  October 
13  meeting.  The  action  in  gen¬ 
eral  complies  with  a  recom¬ 
mendation  approved  by  mes¬ 
sengers  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  annual 
meeting  in  Indianapolis..." 

The  first  two  sentences  of 
the  article  as  it  appeared  in  BP 
were:  "Trustees  of  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  approved  two 
motions  concerning  sole  mem¬ 
bership  during  their  Oct.  13 
meeting.  The  actions  fall  short 
of  the  request  made  by 


Guest  Opinion:  | 
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Messengers'  will 
is  final -authority 

By  Chuck  Kelley ,  president 

New  Orleans  Seminary 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 
messengers  m  June  2004  that 
the  seminary  adopt  sole  mem¬ 
bership  at  their  'October,  2004, 
meeting'  by  amending  the 
seminary’s  charter." 

NOBTS  trustees  did  vote  on 
October  13  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  our  charter 
making  the  SBC  the  sole  mem¬ 
ber  as  our  legal  corporation,  as 
requested  at  the  2004  SBC 
annual  meeting  in 
Indianapolis.  They  also  voted 
to  attach  to  that  proposal  a  brief 
list  of  their  concerns  about  sole 
membership  in  Louisiana  and 
to  have  me  explain  their  con¬ 
cerns  to  SBC  messengers  at  the 
2005  convention  in  Nashville. 

When  we  read  tire  BP  release 
we  immediately  contacted  the 
reporter;  who  told  us  his  story 
had  been  changed.  We  then 


lodged  a  complaint  with  Baptist 
Press.  They  told  us  the  situation 
would  be  reviewed.  We  have  yet 
to  see  any  correction  or  apology, 
and  thus  felt  it  necessary  to  relate 
the  accurate  story. 

I  will  confess  we  do  not 
understand  the  apparent  eager¬ 
ness  of  BP  to  accuse  NOBTS 
trustees  of  not  responding  to 
the  messengers  of  the  SBC.  This 
is  a  grave  and  serious  charge. 
Why  did  BP  not  accept  the 
story  of  their  own  reporter  who 
was  present  in  die  meeting  and 
who  sought  and  received  an 
interpretation  of  the  motion? 
Why  overturn  the  reporter's 
story  when  it  agreed  with  inde¬ 
pendent  stories  written  by  two 
other  reporters  who  were  pre¬ 
sent?  Before  a  BP  editor 
changed  the  basic  fact  of  his 
reporter's  story  and  accused  an 


entity  trustee  board  of  not  com¬ 
plying  with  a  request  from  SBC 
messengers,  why  would  he  not 
talk  to  the  entity  president  or 
other  reporters  present? 

Last  fall  BP  censored  and 
refused  to  print  a  very  brief  state¬ 
ment  from  our  trustees  explain¬ 
ing  their  decision  on  sole  mem¬ 
bership  to  Southern  Baptists.  Last 
summer  we  saw  BP  and  SBC 
life,  a  magazine  published  by 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee, 
print  only  the  Executive 
Committee  side  of  this  complex 
issue,  and  at  die  Indianapolis 
convention  all  who  were  present 
saw  that  we  were  given  only  a 
token  opportunity  to  share  our 
concerns  on  sole  membership 
with  SBC  messengers.  This  fall 
we  have  seen  BP  go  so  far  as  to 
change  the  most  important  fact  in 
a  story  written  by  the  reporter 

nsent  to  cover  the  meeting. 

ie  vote  of  the  messengers 
is  always  the  final  authority  in 
Southern  Baptist  life.  We  think 
the  typical  messenger  wants  to 
hear  both  sides  of  a  story  before 
casting  that  authoritative  vote. 
No  later  than  December  we 
will  release  a  concise  statement 
of  the  reservations  we  have  to 
the  proposal  on  sole  member¬ 
ship.  Tne  decision  of  the  mes¬ 
sengers  will  be  implemented. 
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-.  November  4, 2004 


CNN  focuses  on  Baptists  in  faith  feature 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  evan-  their  "enormous  political  influ- 
gelical  community  drew  CNN's  ence."  She  said  mere  are  some 
spotlight  Oct.  24  m  a  news  spe-  "who  believe  that  churches 
aal,  Fight  Over  Faith.  The  CNN  should  have  nothing  to  do  with 
Presents  program's  premise,  registering  people  to  vote." 
while  far  from  a  new  assertion, 
was  that  there  is  a  division 
between  evangelicals  and  others 

in  the  U.S.  Christian  sector  over  £»  *  '] 

how  closely  the  Bible's  teachings  fg  1  vV&kB 

should  be  followed.  J  •. 


The  truck  has  visited  20  serve  a  risen  Savior  through  the 
states  and  hosted  more  than  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ." 
30,000  people  since  it  began  its  When  asked  by  the  CNN 
run  at  June's  Southern  Baptist  reporter  if  he  could  assert 
Convention  annual  meeting  in  "tnere  is  only  one  way  to  the 
Indianapolis.  Kingdom  of  God,"  Gaddy 

The  pro-life  and  same-sex  responded:  "I  will  never 
marriage  issues  "in  large  part  attempt  to  play  God,  and  to 
fuel  tne  evangelical  vote,"  make  any  statement  that  is 
Marin  suggested,  noting  at  the  sweepingly  exclusive  of  other 
iVoteValues.com  truck,  "there  people  is  to  assume  that  I  can 
is  a  distinct  mixture  of  faith  and  make  a  judgment  that  I  believe 
politics"  along  with  a  "music  only  God  alone  can  make." 
video  to  stir  the  hearts  of  a  ''There  may  be  a  lot  of  things 
potential  voter."  about  the  Bible  that  I  don't 

Hamlet  said  people  who  understand,  but  I'm  not  really 
meet  him  often  are  surprised  to  given  the  choice  of  what  I  can 
learn  that  he  is  a  conservative  believe  and  what  I  can't 
evangelical,  saying  many  buy  believe,"  Hamlet  said, 
into  the  false  stereotype  of  an  The  program  featured  brief 
evangelical  as  someone  who  is  segments  with  a  family  from 
"mean-spirited,  hard,  and  igno-  the  Spartanburg  church, 
rant  about  points  of  view."  Cassidy  and  Robin  Carlisle  and 
"Liberals  in  the  country  are  their  two  children,  Rick,  15,  and 
afraid  of  evangelicals,"  Caitlin,  11. 


BAPTISTS 


The 

Second  / 
Front  Page 


tize  one  million  individuals. 

CNN's  Marin  said  Southern  I 
Baptists,  as  the  "most  conserva-  H 
tive"  of  the  "mainline"  denomi¬ 
nations  in  the  country,  "have  all 
but  declared  war  on  American 
culture"  in  the  "fight  over  faith."  Hamle 
The  battle  "is  as  much  about  "Those  pt 
culture  as  it  is  about  religion,"  absolutely 
she  continued.  commurui 

"It  is  a  fight  for  faith  pri-  who  would  say  to  us  sit  down  set  of  moral  absolutes,"  he  ^ 

marily  against  Satan,"  said  over  there  and  shut  up.  Be  reli-  said.  "That's  the  problem 
Welch,  who  also  is  pastor  of  gious.  You're  not  going  to  have  a  America  has;  we  now  nave  no  Caitlin  told 
First  Church  in  Daytona  part  in  our  culture."  moral  absolutes."  Christian  at  ag 

Beach,  Fla.  "Our  enemy  is  Born-again,  evangelical  C.  Welton  Gaddy,  president  of  asked  the  girl, 
Satan.  Our  enemy  is  not  con-  voters  are  a  "very  significant  the  Interfaith  Alliance,  said  there  year-old  really 

servatives  or  liberals,  voting  bloc,"  said  Richard  is  a  "religious  McCarthyism"  know  enough  t 
Democrats  or  Republicans.  Land,  president  of  the  SBC's  afoot.  "There  are  power-hungry  "All  you  h< 

Those  are  not  our  enemy."  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  people,  both  in  the  church  anain  stand,"  Caitlin 

In  this  fight,  Welch  said.  Commission  (ERLC),  during  politics,  who  are  using  those  sinner  and  I  n 

"eternity  is  in  the  balance."  an  address  at  Hamlet's  church  issues  to  divide  congregations  in  Jesus  died  for 

Yet  it  didn't  take  long  for  the  shown  on  the  program.  order  to  identify  who  die  true  you  need  to  unc 

program  to  turn  to  politics.  The  Clips  of  the  ERLC's  believers  are,"  he  asserted, 
opening  clip  featured  CNN  iVoteValues.com  Mobile  Voter  Gaddy  contended  that  the 
anchor  Aaron  Brown  saying  Registration  Rig  and  Information  "religious  right"  uses  a  "litmus 
born-again  Christians  "are  Center  were  shown  at  a  stop  in  test"  in  order  to  "pass  judgment 
making  their  presence  felt  well  Asheville,  N.C.  The  on  another  person's  spirituality, 
beyond  the  pulpit."  iVoteValues.com  initiative  is  not  by  asking  the  singular  cjues- 

Marin  pointed  to  a  "new  proof,  Marin  said,  that  Southern  tion  about  your  relationship  to  ££  ^ 

phenomenon"  in  evangelical  Baptists  are  serious  about  educat-  God  and  your  belief  in  Christ,  K  ~**i 

churches  across  America  —  ing  voters  on  the  issues.  but  where  you  are  on  a  variety  of 
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The  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  will  produce  undated  curricu¬ 
lum  to  support  widely-known  speaker  and  writer  Josh  McDowell's 
Right  from  Wrong  campaign,  according  to  McDowell  and  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  President  Jimmy  Draper  in  Nashville. 


Plans  are  finalized  for  an  emphasis  on  the  Planned  Growth  in 
Giving  program  during  the  upcoming  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  meeting  as  one  of  the  best  ways  to  meet  the  sweeping 
goals  of  Southern  Baptists'  Bold  Mission  Thrust  emphasis. 


Souls  in  Conflict,  the  fourth  motion  picture  produced  by  evange¬ 
list  Billy  Graham  —  this  one  filmed  against  the  backdrop  of  his  recent 
highly-successful  London  Crusade  —  is  shown  in  Jackson  in  the  City 
Auditorium  and  presented  in  "natural  color.” 
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N.E.  O'Neal, 
Bapt.  educator, 
dies  in  Clinton 

Norman  E.  O'Neal,  age  96, 
of  Clinton,  died  October  1 1 .  A 
funeral  service  was  held  at 
First  Church,  Clinton,  with 
burial  following  in  Lakewood 
Memorial  Rark.  Visitation  was 
held  at  the  Wright  and 
Ferguson  funeral  home. 

O'Neal  graduated  from 
Howard  College,  Southwestern 
Seminary,  and  Peabody  College. 
He  came  to  Mississippi  College 
in  1946  to  teach  Bible  and 
Religious  Education,  and  served 
as  head  of  the  department  for  28 
years  before  retiring  in  1974. 
During  1 1  of  those  years  he  also 
served  as  minister  of  education 
at  First  Church,  Clinton. 

After  retirement,  O'Neal 
served  as  part-time  missions 
director  in  Warren  County  and 
worked  with  his  wife  for  15 
years  at  the  Hinds-Madison 
Mission  on  Bailey  Avenue.  He 
was  recently  honored  by  being 
elected  as  a  charter  life  time 
deacon  of  First  Church,  Clinton. 

Survivors  include  his  wife  of 
72  years,  Audra  O'Neal;  sons, 
Thomas  O'Neal,  Henry  O'Neal, 
and  Wayne  O'Neal;  brother, 
James  O'Neal;  sister,  Marie 
Cowan;  seven  grandchildren  and 
three  great-grandchildren. 


FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  8% 


Thnc  bonds  may  be  placed  In  a  self-directed  IRA 
Ttanafers  and  rollovers  accepted.  In  moat  cases 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

Thl*  announcement  la  neither  an  offer  to  aeli 
nor  a  aolidtation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  often 
are  made  by  propectua  only. 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  Information  about  bond  Iwuet. 
obtain  a  pnxpectut  which  deacrihm  all  of  the 
parllculan  of  the  undertaking.  Read  It  carefully 
before  you  inveat  or  lend  money.  All  bondt  are 
offered  al  face  value.  *ub|ert  to  availability 


CALL  Cm  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


Martin  Northern  800-MM007 

PO  Box  IMS  Ml -SI (4 100 

Benton,  AH  7M18-1302  Fan  M1-S1M110 

Heaae  lend  me  Information  on  the  Rnt  Mortage 
Church  londi  currently  being  oflered  by 
Greet  Nation  Investment  Corp. 


On  the  night  of  October  27, 
2004,  there  was  a  total  eclipse  of 
the  moon.  I  saw  the  moon  light¬ 
ing  all  of  the  landscape  shortly 
after  sundown  ana  it  just 
seemed  to  be  alive.  It  was  one  of 
those  nights  that  the  moon 
seemed  to  be  living  and 
sparkling.  It  was  so  Dright. 
Sometime  after  10  p.m.  I  remem¬ 
bered  there  was  supposed  to  be 
an  eclipse,  and  I  went  outside  to 
see  this  awesome  sight.  I  looked 
up  at  the  moon,  anal  saw  that  it 
was  almost  completely  covered 
with  a  reddish,  dim  glow.  I 
remember  as  a  kid  seeing  it  once 
or  twice  and  again  as  an  adult  I 
have  seen  it  a  time  or  two  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  I  never 
get  past  the  awe  of  the  sight. 

Here  in  Mississippi  it  was  a 
warm,  late  October  evening 
and  I  just  stood  there  soaking 
up  what  I  was  watching.  I 
understand  that  the  eclipse  of 
the  moon  is  simply  the  shadow 
from  the  earth  blocking  the  sun¬ 
light  that  hits  the  moon  and  so 
the  brilliance  of  that  full  moon 
is  diminished  to  a  degree  and  it 
becomes  pinkish,  reddish  as  the 
shadow  makes  it  look  different. 
Having  seen  the  beautiful, 
bright,  and  sparkling  full  moon 
earner  in  the  evening  it  looked 
so  different  at  10:30  at  night. 

I  began  to  think  about  how 
many  times  something  comes 
and  overshadows  us  to  make  the 
light  of  life  seem  to  be  dim.  How 
many  times  have  you  seen  some¬ 
one  going  along  in  life  and  then 
there  is  an  event  or  a  timeframe 
when  the  shadows  come?  As  die 
moon  receives  all  of  its  light  from 
the  sun,  each  of  us  receives  all  of 
our  light  from  the  Son,  but  from 
time  to  time  we  get  hit  with 
things  that  just  seem  to  dim  die 
light  that  should  be  shining. 

One  of  those  things  is  death. 

I  can  hear  David  as  he  writes 
that  incredible  Psalm  and  says, 


‘Virecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


"Though  I  walk  through  the  val-  Whether  it  is  drink  or  drugs, 
ley  of  tne  shadow  of  death."  I  so  pornography,  or  some  other 
often  am  involved  with  a  friend,  unmoral  practice,  everybody 
a  church  family,  or  with  my  own  around  that  person  is  pulled  into 
family  when  death  has  come  the  darkness.  The  shadows  creat- 
and  claimed  a  loved  one  and  we  ed  by  die  incredible  power  of 
seem  to  have  lost  so  much  light  dependencies  can  be  disturbing 
at  that  moment.  I  understand,  and  sometimes  debilitating.  The 

Vua  T  _  _ _ 1 _ ■  L .  \  r  .1 


but  much  more  than  that  I  know  light  was  so  bright  before^ those 
that  God  understands.  That  shadows  came  and  you  wonder  if 
dark  shadow  of  death  comes  there  will  ever  be  light  again, 
and  invades  where  a  light  has  Still  others  lose  their  fight  that 

been  shining.  From  time  to  time  at  one  time  was  shining  so 
I  will  see  someone  who  has  lost  brightly  simply  because  or  dis- 
someone  very  dear  to  him  or  couragement  Have  you  ever 
her,  and  for  a  time  death  appears  looked  at  the  word  discourage?  It 
to  be  so  triumphant.  These  peo-  is  courage  with  a  prefix.  It  is  that 
pie  seem  to  maintain  a  brilliant  strong,  good,  uplifting,  bold,  and 
glow  and  the  light  seems  to  be  brave  word,  courage  mat  seems  to 
so  bright  even  though  a  shadow  have  a  drain  on  it  and  it  becomes 
has  come.  They  seem  to  be  unaf-  discourage.  It  is  amazine  how 


nas  come.  1  ney  seem  to  be  unaf-  discourage.  It  is  amazing  how 
fected  by  the  darkness  of  death,  quickly  and  thoroughly  we 
In  time,  maybe  days,  weeks,  or  become  discouraged.  We  are 
even  years,  the  significance  of  breezing  along  in  Gfe  and  every- 
that  eclipse  in  their  life  begins  to  thing  is  all  right.  The  sun  is  shin- 
show,  not  to  defeat  them,  not  to  ing  bright,  tire  moon  is  brilliant  at 
diminish  their  faith,  but  to  high-  night,  and  someone  comes  along 
light  their  loss.  There  is  a  deep  and  simply  says  a  word,  asks  a 
shadow  in  life.  question,  or  does  something 

Sometimes  the  light  of  our  shocking.  At  the  snap  of  your  fin- 
lives  may  be  eclipsed  by  a  gers  your  life  seems  to  be  drained, 
dependency.  To  mention  the  I  remember  a  time  years  ago 
word  dependency  usually  moves  we  were  going  to  have  a  num- 
our  thoughts  toward  drugs,  alco-  ber  of  people  baptized  on 
hoi,  or  even  a  gambling  depen-  Sunday  morning.  Tne  person 
dency,  but  there  are  a  lot  of  who  was  responsible  for  filling 
dependencies  in  life  that  seem  to  the  baptistry  and  seeing  that 
take  over  and  become  little  gods  the  water  was  warm  did  that 
that  want  to  rule  and  reign  over  on  Saturday  afternoon  and 
our  actions  and  our  attitudes,  and - - - 
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evening.  They  had  filled  the 
baptistry,  turned  on  the 
heaters,  and  everything  was  in 
place  and  taken  care  of  for  the 
next  morning.  When  it  came 
time  to  go  meet  with  the  folks 
and  get  ready  for  baptism,  we 
discovered  that  the  drain  had 
been  left  slightly  open  and  the 
baptistry  was  empty.  It  is  hard 
for  Baptists  to  do  wnat  needs  to 
be  done  without  water  in  the 
baptistry.  Everything  about  the 
service  was  quickly  changed, 
postponed,  and  done  different¬ 
ly  because  the  baptistry  had 
drained  dry  overnight.  There 
are  times  when  that  can  hap¬ 
pen  to  your  soul. 

After  viewing  the  lunar 
eclipse  for  a  while,  I  went  in 
ana  went  to  bed.  After  a  night's 
rest  I  got  up  the  next  morning 
just  before  6  a.m.  and  went  out 
for  my  morning  walk.  It  was 
still  dark,  but  it  looked  like  day¬ 
light.  The  full  moon  in  the  sky 
was  brilliant  again.  The  light 
was  back  on.  Although  the  sun 
was  still  an  hour  from  coming 
up,  the  moon  had  regained  its 
beautiful  splendor  ana  was  fill¬ 
ing  all  of  the  landscape  with  its 


God  has  a  way  of  doing 
imetimes  when  the  shaa- 


quicKiy  ana  tnorougruy  we  mg  all  ot  tne  lanascape  with  its 
become  discouraged.  We  are  light.  God  has  a  way  of  doing 
breezing  along  in  fife  and  every-  that.  Sometimes  when  the  shad¬ 
tiling  is  all  right.  The  sun  is  shin-  ows  come,  the  eclipse  takes 
ing  bright,  the  moon  is  brilliant  at  place,  and  things  look  so  dim 
night,  and  someone  comes  along  you  wonder  if  the  light  will 
and  simply  says  a  word,  asks  a  ever  return  or  be  bright  again? 
question,  or  does  something  God  in  His  grace  and  with  His 
shocking.  At  the  snap  of  your  fin-  marvelous  touch  moves  things 
gers  your  life  seems  to  be  drained,  along  so  quietly  and  so  won- 
I  remember  a  time  years  ago  derfully  to  bring  the  light  back 
we  were  going  to  have  a  num-  to  its  full  and  glorious  potential, 
ber  of  people  baptized  on  Today,  you  may  be  living  in  the 
Sunday  morning.  The  person  dim  shadows  of  an  eclipse  in 
who  was  responsible  for  filling  your  life.  Trust  God!  Trust  the 
the  baptistry  and  seeing  that  brilliance  of  the  Son  and  keep  in 
the  water  was  warm  did  that  touch  with  Him  for  He  and  He 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and  alone  can  dispel  the  shadows. 
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"Hearing  is  Believin  " 


For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1-800-644-1200  or  Hattooburg  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  oniina  at  www.audloaarv1caa.org 
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1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


That'*  why  wa  Mm  radosignod  ourwaMta  to  ghr«  you  tools  for  a  haatthiar  Rfc: 

>  Calculate  youi  Body  Mass  Index  (BMI) 

>  low-cost  heat,  lung  and  cancer  screening  Info 

>  As*  a  diabetes  question 

>  Read  about  dagnostk  and  surgical  procedures 

>  Find  a  physician 

>  Get  drug  Information 

>  Gel  laiest  medical  news  and  definitions 

>  lake  a  free  online  health  risk  assessment 

At  Baptist,  our  dedication  to  advanced  technology 
bjutf  another  part  of  the  spirit  of  healthcare. 
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